340B program presents opportunities--and challenges.
The 340B program provides an opportunity for hospitals to achieve significant cost savings on outpatient drugs. Disputes surrounding the Medicare DSH payment calculation, and potential misunderstandings of Medicare provider-based rules, pose obstacles to hospitals that wish to continue or gain participation in the program. Eligible hospitals should pay close attention not only to the rules governing the 340B program, but also to Medicare reimbursement rules to ensure access to drug discounts available under the program.